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REBNY Creates a Class of Power Brokers

--Real Estate Board  To Launch New Credentials Program For Residential Brokers--

NEW YORK, NY – June 4, 2007 – The Real Estate Board of New York (REBNY) today announced it will launch an advanced course for residential brokers who aspire to raise their own level of professionalism and leadership.  The program will also raise the bar for standards in the real estate industry overall.  

The course will enable students to achieve a level of knowledge over and above the standard state requirement.  It will be taught by a faculty of practitioners from REBNY member firms as well as outside professionals.  Graduates earn the right to use the acronym NYRS (New York Residential Specialist) after their names.  NYRS brokers will belong to an elite group of professionals who have accomplished a higher level of instruction in their vocation and will be a coveted asset in clients’ search for high-end and unique NYC housing. 

To be eligible for the course, applicants must be Associate Brokers with a minimum of three years service as a licensed New York City Agent.  They must have completed at least 30 transactions totaling a minimum of $30 million in sales or $12 million in rental transactions in New York City.

“REBNY is continuing to encourage higher education in the real estate profession with strong leadership, higher ethics and the tools to raise one’s level of success,” said Steven Spinola, REBNY’s President. “This type of recognition will allow brokers to stand out among their peers and use the credential as a way to raise the bar for the industry as a whole.  The course is not for everyone – it is for the ultimate professional who wants to lead by example and is willing to put in the necessary time and effort.”

The curriculum consists of 10 sections, taught in a 30 hour course. Portions of the cutting edge subject matter will qualify for the required 22.5 hours of continuing education credits.  

Teaching methods will be shaped by course instructors and may include formats such as lecture, interactive discussions, field trips, writing workshops and round table and small group discussions. Students will be required to submit a final project at the end of the course, which could include an oral presentation, book evaluation, essay, creation of a Web site and other projects proposed by the student and approved by the program advisor.  

In order to maintain the esteemed NYRS status, candidates must take at least one NYRS course every two years. The themes of the continuing education elective courses will have a core concept of ethics and trends within the real estate industry.  

The classes will be held on Mondays from 5:00pm to 8:00pm for 10 consecutive weeks. The registration fee of $350 includes all reading and workshop materials as well as refreshments. Registration will be on a first come first serve basis. Over bookings will be scheduled for the Spring semester in 2008. Please contact Indi Jaipal at 212-616-5236. 

The Real Estate Board of New York is the city’s leading real estate trade association with 12,000 members. REBNY represents major commercial and residential property owners and builders, brokers and managers, banks, financial service companies, utilities, attorneys, architects, contractors and other individuals and institutions professionally interested in the City’s real estate.   REBNY is involved in crucial municipal matters including tax policy, city planning and zoning, rental conditions, land use policy, building codes and legislation.  In addition, REBNY publishes reports providing indicators of market prices for both the residential and commercial sectors.
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